MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between

THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

and
THE SWISS AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION 
concerning

the Project “Healthy Generation (Youth Friendly Health Services in Moldova)”

 Second phase: 01.11.2014 – 31.10.2018
__________________________________________________________________________

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Moldova, representing the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, acting through Swiss Cooperation Office/the Representation of the Embassy of Swiss Confederation to Moldova, representing the Government of the Swiss Confederation, eager to continue the co-operation in the field of health care in the Republic of Moldova, have agreed on the following:
Preamble

Respect for democratic principles and fundamental human rights – as set out in particular in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – inspires the internal and external policies of the two Parties and constitutes an essential element on an equal footing with the objectives of the present Memorandum of Understanding.

The Memorandum is based on the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of the Swiss Confederation concerning Humanitarian Assistance and Technical Cooperation dated September 20, 2001 and according to Article 7, paragraph 7.1 of it stipulates the detailed technical provisions related to the implementation of the project “Healthy Generation (Youth Friendly Health Services in Moldova)”, phase two. 

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Ministry of Health (MoH) of the Republic of Moldova shall be empowered to represent their respective Governments in matters concerning the implementation of the Memorandum.
Article 1
Objective

The main purpose of the present Memorandum is to ensure the adequate conditions for successful implementation of the second phase of the Project “Healthy Generation (Youth Friendly Health Services in Moldova)” in the period between 01.11.2014 and 31.10.2018.

The overall goal of the project is to improve the health of young men and women in Moldova through increasing the demand, access to and utilization of quality youth friendly services and health related education programmes.
In the second phase, a more comprehensive approach will be promoted in order to tackle the seven main adolescent health issues: STI/HIV/AIDS; unwanted pregnancy; mental health problems as a result of substance abuse (alcohol, drug, addiction); psycho-emotional and identity disorders; health problems occurred as a result of violence; nutritional deficiencies and malnutrition and development disorders during the puberty.
The project aims at achieving the following outcomes: 

a) Young men and women have equitable access to quality health services.  

b) The promotion of adolescent and youth health and the identification and referral of young people to YFHS is improved, through a stronger engagement of relevant stakeholders, at national and local level, in inter-sectorial cooperation.

c) Young men and women adopt safer and healthier behaviors and seek necessary medical assistance, through a greater encouragement from community stakeholders.
The Project Implementing Agencies (IAs) are:  a) NGO “Health for Youth” – the project initiator and mainly responsible for the strengthening the YFHS capacities and the inter-sectorial cooperation; b) UNICEF Moldova Office, responsible for providing technical support to the MoH in revision of the legal and regulatory framework, working with vulnerable and at-risk adolescents, developing comprehensive communication and community mobilization interventions. The present phase shall be implemented according to the Project Document (Annex A) and covers a period of 4 years.

Article 2 
Swiss Contribution
For the implementation of the Project, the Government of the Swiss Confederation, through SDC, shall make available the following contributions:

a) Appropriate training programmes for health professionals, as well as information, education and communication activities for families and communities in all districts; 

b) Services provided by international and local expert/consultants; 

c) Project implementation, including administrated funds and operational cost.

SDC contributes for the project implementation with a total amount of CHF 4’554’572  of which CHF 3‘498’000 will be administered by the NGO “Health for Youth” and CHF 1’057’000 (US$ 1‘112‘400) - by UNICEF.

NGO “Health for Youth” will contribute with CHF 360‘840. This amount represents the estimation of financial and in-kind contribution of the NGO, which will include technical assistance provided by the NGO‘s experts and support costs for the project office and training spaces.  UNICEF will contribute with US$ 630‘000 (CHF 598‘500). 

The release of the Swiss contribution shall be made based on the Project progress, expenses incurred and actual requirements.
Article 3 
Moldovan Contribution
The Government of the Republic of Moldova, through the MoH, shall undertake the following actions: 
a) Facilitate the dialogue with  Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family (MLSPaF) Ministry of Education (MoE), Ministry of Youth and Sport (MYaS),  local public administration  in order to ensure coherence in the development of responsive and effective youth friendly health services;  
b) Develop the legal/regulatory framework for ensuring the institutional framework and adequate financing for sustainable functioning of the youth friendly health services in all districts;

c) Take necessary measures to guarantee the well-functioning of the established YFHCs, including basic refurbishment and the necessary maintenance and repairs further required;

d) Provide administrative and financial support (transportation) through the health system institutions for participation to continuous medical education programs in the frame of the project of doctors and nurses, as well as of other medical personnel, involved in providing YFHS; 
e) Facilitate the collaboration of the Implementing Agencies with the Technical Working Groups, created by the MoH in the first phase with the purpose to support the implementation of different project components;  

f) Convene and coordinate meetings of the Steering Committee aimed at managing the Project at the highest level and at supervising the correct delivery of the Project, according to the Terms of Reference for the Steering Committee, which are a part of the present MoU;
g) Provide support in order to facilitate the necessary visas and permissions required for short and long term experts working within the frame of the present Project;

h) Ensure the exemption from payment of taxes, custom duties, fees and other compulsory payments for all the equipment, services, vehicles and materials financed on the grant basis, as specified in the Article 4.2 of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of Swiss Confederation concerning Humanitarian assistance and Technical Cooperation, the reference to which is made in the Preamble of the present Memorandum.
Article 4 
Conditions for suspending the Swiss contribution
In case the undertakings by Moldova according to Article 3 are not met in a timely manner, Switzerland may suspend the Project and the work of the consultants with immediate effect. If this is the case, Switzerland may terminate this Memorandum by the provision of one month’s notice, or such date as Switzerland may decide (referring also to Article 10).
Article 5
Anti-corruption clause
Within the framework of this Memorandum, the Parties share a common concern in fighting against corruption, which jeopardizes good governance and the proper use of resources needed for development and, in addition, endangers fair and open competition based on price and quality. They shall neither directly nor indirectly propose benefits of any nature whatsoever and shall not accept any such proposals. They declare that any offer, gift, payment, remuneration or benefit of any kind whatsoever and considered as an illegal act or corrupt practice has not been nor will be made, directly or indirectly to any person whomsoever in view of the award or execution of the present Memorandum.
Any corrupt or illegal behaviour signifies a violation to the present Memorandum and justifies its termination as well as/or the recourse to supplementary corrective measures in accordance with applicable legislation.  
Article 6 
Procurement of goods and services

The procurement of goods and services to be financed out of the proceeds of the Swiss contribution shall be conducted by the IAs under the SDC rules. The NGO “Health for Youth” will follow international rules and procedures regarding tendering procurement and services. UNICEF will follow UN rules and procedures regarding tendering services. In this respect the IAs shall launch the international tender, organise all bidding procedures and provide the payments directly to the winner companies.  The list of goods shall be coordinated with Ministry of Health and Agency of Medicines and Medical Devices and approved by the Steering Committee before the international tender is launched. The procured goods shall be directly delivered to beneficiary institutions in compliance with signed contracts and respective international rules.  

For the duration of the Project, the goods provided with SDC funds to be used in the Project shall remain at the unrestricted disposal of the Project and shall not be diverted from the beneficiary institutions without prior written approval of the SDC and IAs.

The beneficiary institutions shall keep an appropriate inventory of the respective goods. The inventory is to be updated on a quarterly basis, with an indication of the status, responsible person and location of each individual object.

If, for any reason, the Project should have to be discontinued, the use of the goods provided with the Swiss contribution shall be decided upon in writing by the Parties.  

At the end of the Project, both Parties shall agree in written form on the property and use of the goods provided and not yet handed over during the Project.

Article 7 
Reporting and other implementation procedures

The Parties shall hold regular Steering Committee Meetings (twice a year) to monitor and evaluate the Project implementation, as well as the efficiency, effectiveness and impact of the delivered aid. At the end of the Project phase the Final Review Meeting shall review the results achieved by the Project. 

The MoH shall cooperate with and assist the SDC in the preparation of audits, follow-ups and evaluations of the impact of the Project. The cost of such activities shall be financed from the Swiss contribution.

The MoH shall provide the SDC with all other information regarding the Project that the SDC may reasonably request and enable Swiss representatives to visit the Project and inspect property, goods, records and documents.

Irrespective of agreed reporting routines, the Parties shall promptly inform each other, if a situation arises that makes the project unlikely to be carried out as agreed.

Article 8 
Distribution of this Memorandum of Understanding

The Parties shall undertake to distribute copies of this Memorandum to all authorities and other institutions involved in the Project of cooperation or that otherwise need to be informed of its content.
Article 9 
Annexes

The Project Document (Annex A) and the Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee for the "Healthy Generation (Youth Friendly Health Services in Moldova)” Project, phase two (Annex B), form an integral part of this Memorandum.
Article 10 
Final Provisions

This Memorandum enters into force with its signature and shall remain valid until both Parties will have fulfilled all their obligations under the provisions of the present Memorandum, unless denounced earlier by one month written notice by either Party. 

The validity of this Memorandum, as well as of the Contracts with IAs, between 01 June 2017 to 31 October 2018 is furthermore subject of the renewal or extension of the validity period of the Federal Act of 24 March 2006 on Cooperation with the States of Eastern Europe and the CIS by the Swiss Parliament and the approval of the corresponding credits. If these conditions are not fulfilled, the present Memorandum shall be denounced and the Mandate Agreement with IAs shall terminate on 31 May 2017; in this case the Parties shall not be bound by any main obligation, except for the financial and operational reporting.  SDC cannot be held liable for any losses or damages that would incur after or because of the termination of this contract. 

The present Memorandum may be amended by the way of exchange of letters at the request of any of the Party to it. The changes will come into force in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

Disputes as to the interpretation or application of the provisions of the present Memorandum shall be settled by diplomatic negotiations between the Parties.

The present Memorandum is formulated in two original copies in English and Romanian. In case of differences of interpretation the English version of this Memorandum shall be of reference.
	For the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Moldova
_________________________
	
	For the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation

__________________________

	
	
	

	Mircea Buga

Minister of Health
	
	Simone Giger
Director of Cooperation


	
	
	

	Place:
	
	Date:
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